
 
 

Literary Elements  
 



Literary Elements 

•  Setting 
•  Character/

Characterization 
•  Theme 
•  Point of view 

Literary elements are common literary 
devices found in all literature. 

•  Plot 
•  Conflict 
• Tone 
• Mood 
 



Setting 
Details	  can	  describe:	  

ü Time	  of	  day	  
ü Time	  of	  year	  
ü Time	  in	  History	  
ü Scenery	  
ü Weather	  
ü Loca9on	  

•  The	  se;ng	  describes	  where	  
an	  when	  the	  story	  takes	  place.	  

•  It	  helps	  build	  background	  	  and	  
create	  images	  in	  the	  mind.	  

•  It	  helps	  set	  the	  tone	  or	  mood	  
of	  the	  story.	  
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Character 
•  The term character refers to a person or 

an animal in a story, play or other literary 
work. 

Ex: 
•  A Dynamic Character changes as a result 

of the events of the story. 
•  A Static Character changes very little or 

not at all through the literary work. 
 



Characterization 
Characteriza*on	  is	  the	  
way	  in	  which	  an	  author	  
shows	  the	  personality	  of	  a	  
character	  
	  



Theme 
•  Theme is the general idea or insight about 

life that a work of literature reveals. 
Ex: 
•  Makes a point about life, society or human nature.  
 



Point of View 
•  Point of view is the vantage point from which a story is told. 
 
First Person: The narrator is a character, often the main 

character, of the story. The first person narrator refers to 
him or herself as “I.” 

 
Third Person Objective: The narrator is an outsider, not a 

character.  The third person objective reports what is 
happening (seen and heard), but cannot tell the reader what 
characters are thinking. 

 
Third Person Limited: The narrator is an outsider, not a 

character.  The third person objective reports what is 
happening as well as the thoughts of one specific character. 

 
Omniscient: This is the all-knowing narrator.  The omniscient 

point of view sees everything and hears everything, and is 
able to see into the minds of multiple characters. 



Types Of Conflict…a deeper look 

 

1. Character vs. Character 

(problem with another character)  

3. Character vs. Society 

(problem with the laws or beliefs of a group) 
(character vs. community, society or culture) 

        2. Character vs. Nature 

(problem with force of nature) 

            4.  Character vs. Self 

    (problem with deciding what to     

  do or think;  “inner conflict”) 



Plot 
•  Plot is the sequence of events that happen 

in a story.  

•  Plot has five basic points. 
•  Exposition is the beginning of the story. 
•  Rising action is when something starts to happen. 
•  Climax is the high point of the action. 
•  Falling action is the action following the climax, a cool 

down. 
•  Resolution is the conclusion of the action when 

everything comes together. 



Plot Diagram 

Rising action 

Climax 

Exposition 

Falling action 

Resolution 



Tone 

•  Tone is the attitude a writer/author 
takes towards his or her subject, 
characters and audience. 

•  Examples of an author’s tone include, 
but are not limited to: humorous, 
passionate, sincere, solemn, and 
anger. 



Mood: 
The emotional atmosphere 
of a given piece of writing.  


